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This year’s event will take place on 26-27 September in Shanghai, an excit-
ing and vibrant metropolis, the destination for many of the world’s travelers,

and the “Magic City” that best illustrates the complexities of “cultural identity”.

The mixing of heritages, the fusion and also sometimes the conflict between the cul-
tures of the aboriginals and the immigrants has been an important part of the his-
tory of Australia. In China, especially in the recent forty years, we have witnessed
the greatest wave of migration both inside the country and across the border. While
demographers are excited by this unprecedented move of population from villages
and towns to big cities, from the mountainous to the coastal regions, from west-
ern to eastern China, and from China to all over the world, including to Australia,
writers are enchanted with what are born out of the move — drives of adventure,
tugs of nostalgia, throbbing pulses about new worlds, and awakened curiosities
about the self, but sometimes also the loss of one’s cultural identity and the at-
tempt to reconstruct it. Displacement, diaspora and international travels are stag-

es where good stories are performed, and great sensibilities come to be gazed at.

We welcome the confusion, pain and beauty. We welcome the great minds of novel-
ists, poets, dramatists, essayists and literary scholars to share their perceived pictures

of this prism of cultural identity, in the age of borders crossed and selfhood rewritten.
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